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www.KCH.org

70+ PHYSICIANS and 25+ SPECIALTIES STRONG!

cancer treatment • surgical services • obstetrics • pulmonology • pain management • cardiology
advanced wound care • ear, nose and throat • advanced diagnostics • intensive care • rehabilitation
emergency and urgent care • heartburn treatment • sleep disorder treatment • nephrology
occupational health/therapy • orthopaedics • urology • endocrinology • gastroenterology
bariatric medicine • neurology • ophthalmology • rheumatology • vascular surgery

Knox Community Hospital is a community-owned, 99-bed, not-for-profit hospital located in Mount Vernon, Ohio
(approximately 40 miles north east of Columbus). Knox Community Hospital is accredited by The Joint Commission.
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Woodward Opera House
Originally built in 1851 under
the futuristic thinking of Dr.
Ebenezer Woodward we looked
back to his vision as we reopened
the Opera House in January 2019.
Dr. Woodward was a forward-thinking business man and knew the
Opera House could not sustain the
cost of the building if it were merely a theater so he created tenant
spaces on the first and second
floors to supplement the income. As
we reopened the Opera House we
used this same forward-thinking
process he had in the 19th century.
The Opera House is a 500-seat theater, but it also has many other features that some may not be aware
of.
The seats in the main floor (3rd
floor) of the Opera House are
portable thus allowing the Opera
House to have a flat floor and hold
up to 383 people for a seated dinner, conference or event. Additional
rentable spaces in the Opera House and attached Annex
location are a Black Box theater that can seat up to 120
people, a recital hall that can seat up to 100 people, a
board room that can seat up to 30 people as well as many
other spaces that include the promenades and dressing
rooms. The Opera House and Annex boast over 20,000
square feet of full service conference, event, and meeting
space.
The Woodward is also home to Stein Brewing Company
the first brewery to be housed in Knox County since the
1870s. Stein’s features eight locally crafted beers and 16
additional Ohio made beers on tap. The Tap Room located
on the Vine Street side of The Woodward seats up to 58
people and is accessible from either Vine Street or the
first-floor promenade entrance off Main Street. The
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restaurant is located in the first floor Annex portion of the
building and seats over 100 people.
On the second and third floors of The Opera House and
Annex you can find tenant office space. These tenants
include local law firm Zelkowitz, Barry & Cullers, PG
Financial, Knox Partnership for Arts & Culture (the
entertainment partner for the Woodward) and The Knox
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, in addition to the
offices of the support staff of Woodward Development
Corporation.
For tickets to shows and events at The Woodward you
can visit www.TheWoodward.org or call 740-263-6737. For
information and tours, you can call 740-392-6102. The
Woodward Opera House is America’s oldest authentic 19th
century theater and is Ohio’s newest full-service state of
the art event venue.
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Writers — Hannah DeVolld, Larry Di Giovanni, Allison Glass,
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Left, Pelotonia, Erick Starkey
Middle, Ariel-Foundation Park, Joshua Morrison
Right, Mohican Pow-Wow, Joshua Morrison
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Calendar
Show

Feb. 2

Knox County Symphony

Feb. 4

Annual Danville Lions Raccoon
Dinner

Aug. 18

AFP† presents: Motown Sounds of
Touch

March 2

CCA* presents: The McCartney
Years

Sept. 1

AFP† presents: Vaugh Wiester’s
Famous Jazz Orchestra

March 30

CCA* presents: Dave Powers Trio

Sept 4-7

Fredericktown Tomato Show

April 20

Earth Day at Brown Family
Environmental Center

Sept. 12-14

Mohican Bluegrass Festival

Sept. 20-22

Great Mohican Indian Pow-Wow

April 21

CCA* presents: The Abrams
Sept. 20-22

Old-time Farming Festival

April 27

Knox County Symphony
Sept. 29

May 3-5

MTV Arts presents: A Raisin in the
Sun

AFP† presents: Knox County
Symphony Children’s Concert

Oct. 5-6

Heart of Ohio Tour

May 25-27

Utica Sertoma Ice Cream Festival
Dec. 1

June 2

AFP† presents: Knox Community
Jazz Orchestra

Mount Vernon Christmas Walk &
Parade

Dec. 7

Fredericktown Christmas Walk

June 22

AFP† presents: The Ohio State
University Alumni Band

Dec. 7

Fire and Ice at Honey Run Waterfall

June 25-30

National WACO Club Fly-In

Dec. 8

Bladensburg Christmas Lights & Parade

June 27-29

Heart of Ohio USA Days Festival

July 4

Mount Vernon Concerts & Fireworks

Chautauqua/Lyceum Series –Thursdays (typ. 2nd, 4th)

July 4

Fredericktown 4th of July
Celebration

First Friday – May through September

July 4

AFP† presents: TUSK

July 12-14

Great Mohican Indian Pow-Wow

July 13

AFP† presents: McGuffey Lane

July 20-27

Knox County Fair

Aug, 8-11

32nd Dan Emmett Music & Arts
Festival

Recurring Activities

Farmers Market – Every Saturday May through October
Knox Co. Historical Museum – March through November
Hagan’s House of Horrors – Every Fri. & Sat. in October
Miller Observatory Open House – last Friday of month
*CCA = Community Concert Association

Aug. 8-11

Dan Emmett Flower Show

Aug. 11

Dan Emmett Antique & Classic Car

†AFP = Ariel-Foundation Park Free Concert Series

**All Events Are Subject to Change without Notice**

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Table of
contents

Explore, Engage, and Enjoy Knox County and all
our wonder. Nestled in the Heart of Ohio you will find
many an activity for all to enjoy. Knox County offers
everything from hiking, biking, water trails, theater,
arts, camping, luxury hotels and B&B’s to history,
adventure, and more.
There isn’t anything you are looking for that can’t
be found if you look in the right place. In this 24th
edition of the Knox County Convention & Visitors
Bureau’s KnoxWays Experience Guide, with nearly 1.6
million copies distributed since 1996, you will find
information for every attraction, destination and community in the county.
The Knox County Convention & Visitors recently
debuted their newly designed website at
www.VisitKnoxOhio.org. Some of the new features
include newly enhanced business listings that offer
images for each business, deals and packages, mapping to show you nearby business, and social media
links for each.
The events calendar is populated with images and
mapping as well for you to check out the area and
local businesses around the event venue. We have
added videos, stories, trip ideas and a newsletter sign
up area to the page as well. We look forward to seeing
how this new site will ease the travelers trip planning
for 2019 and the coming years.
For further visitor information and up-to-date
event schedules, please visit our website at
www.VisitKnoxOhio.org, or call (740) 392-6102 or tollfree at 1-800-837-5282 and let the Knox County
Convention & Visitors Bureau help you plan your
next get away, meeting, convention, or social event.
Like us on Facebook at Knox County Convention &
Visitors Bureau to stay up to date on Knox County
events and news. If you are in the area and need visitor information, stop by our Visitor Information
Center located in the Woodward Opera House at 107
South Main Street in downtown Mount Vernon, open
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thank you for your interest in Knox County. We
look forward to your visit!
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Bicycle Trails
Bike trails are a great
way to view Knox County’s
scenery, from open, rural
fields, to woods, waterways
and architecture.
The Heart of Ohio Bike
Trail runs just under 20
miles from Centerburg to
Mount Vernon. Starting in
Centerburg, you’ll cross the
Heart of Ohio Trail’s steel
bridge. The 180-foot long
bridges spans over U.S. 36
and was built by riveting
three 60-foot spans together.
You’ll cross 19 bridges over
Dry Creek on your trip to
Mount Vernon. In Mount
Vernon, you’ll pass the C. A.
& C. Railroad Depot, a
restored brick and stone
structure with a clay tiled
roof.
Keep going in Mount
Vernon and you’ll cross onto
the Kokosing Gap Trail. The
14-mile trail crosses through
Gambier, where a small sec-

tion of track next to the trail
holds a 1940 Alco steam
locomotive. The locomotive is
coupled to a flatcar and 1924
Chesapeake & Ohio caboose.
Continuing east on the
trail, you’ll come to Howard
and a 20-foot high sandstone
block railway underpass
bridge. The Howard trail
stop also has a park/playground area. The trail traverses the Kokosing River
and passes through wetlands and forests.
In Danville, the Kokosing
Gap Trail meets up with the
Mohican Valley Trail. You’ll
cross the Mohican River
along the 370-foot long
“Bridge of Dreams,” Ohio’s
longest covered bridge. Just
past the bridge, you’ll continue on the trail into
Holmes County.
A shorter ride can be
found along the 1.53 mile
bike trail in Fredericktown.

Dining opportunities are
numerous along the way in
Mount Vernon and the
smaller villages. Sit-down
restaurants, ice cream, and
fast food choices are all just
a short trip from the trail.
The trail systems have
restrooms and recreational
areas at Mount Vernon,

Danville, Brinkhaven and
Gambier. Some restrooms
may only be open spring
through fall.
To obtain a map of the
Ohio to Erie Trail routes,
call the Knox County Park
District at 740-392-7275 or
e-mail knoxcountyparks.org
to request a map.

Ohio To Erie Trail
For bike enthusiasts looking for adventure and
tourism and individuals just
looking for a little exercise,
the Ohio to Erie Trail offers
it all. Spanning Ohio on
paved trails that are primarily separated from highways and automobiles, the
more than 300-mile route
takes users on a path from
the Ohio River to Lake Erie,
and through Knox County’s
small towns, which offer visitors scenic locals, festivals,
places to stay and small
shops and eateries that are
uniquely Knox County.
The Knox County trails
included in the Ohio to Erie

Trail include the Heart of
Ohio Trail, the Kokosing
Gap Trail and the Mohican
Valley Trail. Coming into
Knox County from the
South, trail users will pass
through Centerburg on the
Heart of Ohio Trail, the geographical center of the state
and the center of the Ohio to
Erie
Trail.
From
Centerburg, trail users will
pass through Mt. Liberty to
Mount Vernon. Along the
way, visitors can stop by
Centerburg Memorial Park,
visit the stone that marks
the geographical center of
Ohio,
stop
by
ArielFoundation Park as they

come in to Mount Vernon
and stop at the CA&C
(Cleveland, Akron
and
Columbus) depot which now
serves as an information
hub for visitors.
From Mount Vernon, trail
users will pick up the
Kokosing Gap Trail, built on
the former Pennsylvania
railroad, which will take
them from Mount Vernon to
Danville. Along the way trail
users will pass through
Gambier, home to Kenyon
College, the Brown Family
Environmental Center and
will find a historic locomotive and caboose right along
the trail. Along the Kokosing

Gap Trail, users will also
pass over the Kokosing
River twice on railroad
bridges that span more than
250 feet.
In Danville, Ohio to Erie
Trail travelers will pick up
the Mohican Valley Trail
which will take them
through Brinkhaven into
Holmes
County.
The
Mohican Valley Trail offers a
scenic ride or walk and
includes the 370-foot long
Bridge of Dreams which
crosses the Mohican River
and is the second longest
covered bridge in Ohio and
the third longest covered
bridge in the nation.

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Knox Ways
The
Knox
County
Convention and Visitors
Bureau has a new project to
make sure visitors to the area
find it easier than ever to
reach their destinations.
The first of the blue and
white “Knox Ways” signs
appeared on South Main
Street (Ohio 13) just north of
the bridge over Dry Creek and
advises motorists how to reach
Ariel-Foundation Park and
the downtown area.
Knox County Convention
and
Visitors
Bureau
Marketing Director Justin
Bauer said the signs are a
work in progress and they
should gradually appear
around the county this year.
The blue signs with white
letters will direct visitors to
various attractions, and will
also include icons to provide
quick identification of features
such as hiking or bicycle trails,
picnic areas, canoe access,
restaurants, camping, lodging,
parking and handicap access.
“We’ll be using the icons in
many locations, including
websites, maps and brochures.
A lot of people use GPS units
to get to destinations, but they

like having the signs as well,”
Bauer said.
Bauer said some funding
for the project is coming from
a grant through Ariel
Foundation and the Knox
Partnership for Arts and
Culture. The CVB is also

working with the city on
replacing the 10 “Welcome to
Mount Vernon” signs which
greet visitors entering the city.
Bauer said the new signs
will go up gradually through
the year, starting with about
10 directional signs in the city

and another 30 around the
county.
She said the signs will
direct people to destinations,
such as parks, Knox Lake, the
fairgrounds, the airport, museums,
Knox
Community
Hospital and others.

Water Ways
Recreational enthusiasts
who love water adventures
are served with more than a
dozen access points to the
Kokosing
and
Mohican
Rivers, provided by the Knox
County Park District —
always looking to add more
access points and land acquisitions in the Kokosing River
Scenic area. These access
points all allow swimming,
fishing, and watercraft. The
Mohican water trails’ 27.5

miles of offerings are
accessed from Brinkhaven
Road and the Bridge of
Dreams, off Hunter Road.
The Kokosing River provides access to 10 separate
points in Knox County, beginning at Riverside Park off
Greenwood Avenue in Mount
Vernon. There are also access
points at Memorial Park in
Mount Vernon off Mount
Vernon
Avenue;
Lower
Gambier Road access off

Ohio
229;
Laymon
Road/Gambier
Road
in
Gambier; Big Run Road
beside the old Big Run Road
bridge; Pipesville Road south
of Howard; U.S. 62 near
Howard
Road/Township
Road 88; Riley Road;
Newcastle Township Road
366/423 bridge at the confluence of the Mohican and
Kokosing; and Zuck Road
near Howard.
A Kokosing Scenic River

section between Howard
Road/Township Road 88, and
Riley Chapel Road, provides
a thrilling Class 3 rapids
experience.
River enthusiasts taking a
float down both rivers are
able to view woodlands and
sandstone cliff formations,
while the Kokosing is home
to abundant bass fishing.
Safety information and addiSee Page 8

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org

8 Knox County Experience Guide

Wolf Run Regional Park
There are nearly 10 miles
of nature trails beckoning
nature lovers and trail
enthusiasts at Wolf Run
Regional Park on its nearly
300 acres, located at 17621
Yauger Road in Mount
Vernon. Part of that acreage
includes the Knox Woods
State Nature Preserve, an
old-growth forest of sugar
oak, black maple, black cherry and maple trees, which
form amazing canopies. In
late 2018, Knox Woods
became one of the only
forests in Ohio to join the
Maryland-based Old Growth
Forest Network. The small
yellow-bellied
sapsucker,
woodpecker, uses the wooded
habitat for foraging and shelter.
Wolf Run offers something

for nearly everyone, local folk
and visitors alike, including
a dog park, woodlands, pond
and fishing pier, bouldering
area for children, large
meadow, prairie land and
other natural habitats. All
are prime locations for a picnic. The Kokosing River
meanders through the park,
which makes bird watching a
favorite activity for photographers. Marshall Meadows
offers a large assortment of
purple coneflowers and
black-eyed susans. Small
streams forming the headwaters of Wolf run, meandering into the Kokosing River,
offer the soothing sounds
cascading water.
The nearly 2-acre “bark
park,” built in 2008 next to
the park parking lot at

Continued from Page 7
tional information on access
points is found on the Knox
County Park District website, knoxcountyparks.org.
The Kokosing is easily
accessed from Greer, Lower
Gambier Road, Laymon
Road and Big Run Road.
Parking areas allow vehicles
to back up to the river for
watercraft
launching.
Optional flow rates for the
rivers are 300 cubic feet per

second. The flow rate is found
by clicking on the Ohio map,
then selecting flow table at
the US Geological Survey’s
water watch page online,
found
at
waterwatch.usgs.gov. More
information about Kokosing
and Mohican water trails can
be
found
at
www.knoxways.info and the
Ohio Department of Natural
Resources website, watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/watertrails.

17621 Yauger Road, offers
separate fenced-in areas for
small dogs and large dogs, all
of whom enjoy exercising offleash.” Jade’s Place offers a
place in the dog park where
they can climb ramps, jump
through hoops and tunnel
through tubes. Folks are
encouraged to take photos at
the “bark park” and tag the
Knox County Park District
on its Facebook or Instagram
page at explore_knoxcountyparkdistrict. A kid’s bouldering area was built in late
2009 to boost the agility, creativity and problem-solving
abilities of children. There is
also a picnic shelter available on a first-come, firstserve basis.
With help from the Rotary
Club of Mount Vernon, a fish-

ing pier was built in 2011.
Several years later, Rotary of
Mount Vernon and Rotary
International 6690 funded
the building of a shelter in
the bark park. Archers are
allowed into Wolf Run
Regional Park during Ohio’s
white-tail deer archery season. It typically runs from
the end of September
through the beginning of
February, requiring proper
permits as well as permission from the park district.
The park district, directed by
Lori Totman, relies on community partners to make
trail exploration and overall
park visitation enjoyable.
For more information, visit
www.knoxcountyparks.org.p
arks/wolf-run-regionalpark/.

OUR HIGH-QUALITY SERVICES INCLUDE:
Cars • Trucks • Vans
Alignment • Brake Service
Shocks & Struts
ABS & Engine Light Diagnostic
Complete Front End Rebuilds
Exhaust And Other Repairs
Free Alignment With Strut Purchase

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1960

Bee Line Service
7 Norton Street, Mount Vernon (Off W. High St.)

740-397-7915

Domestic
& Imports

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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C. A. & C. Depot
When the Cleveland,
Akron
and
Columbus
Railroad Depot opened in
1907, railroad stations were
vital links between the city
and the outside world.
Passengers would board
the trains, heading for destinations all over the country, or they would come
home from business trips or
vacations.
The mails would be carried by trains. Before highways (the first section of
the National Road was not
paved until 1910) people
would line up to buy tickets
as railroads were the most
convenient way to travel
long distances, or even just
to the next town.
Eventually, most of the
passenger lines died, as

people decided they preferred travel by car and airplanes, but many of the old
depots have survived, converted to other purposes.
In the case of the
C.A.&C. Depot, where locomotives once pulled in from
Cleveland and Columbus,
bicyclers use it as a stop on
their ride across Knox
County, or perhaps even
further. It also serves as a
staging area for bicyclers to
park their cars before heading out on the Heart of Ohio
and Kokosing Gap bicycle
trails.
The Knox County trails
are part of the Ohio-to-Erie
trail network, which will
eventually provide a continuous bicycle link across the
state.

The depot has restrooms,
water, local travel and
tourism information and
benches to simply take a
break.
A paved loop runs from
the depot, down by the
Kokosing River and under

the railroad bridge to connect with the Lakes area of
Ariel-Foundation Park.
Eventually, another loop
will pass underneath the
Viaduct and provide a link

Continued on Page 12
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Ariel-Foundation Park
Showcasing the beauty of
recycling and utilizing discarded spaces for new uses,
Ariel-Foundation
Park
includes three lakes that
used to be gravel quarries,
The Community Foundation
Pavilion that used to be a
carpenter’s
shop
for
Pittsburgh Plate Glass,
restored historic bridges,
and much more. Covering
close to 250 acres, it lies just
south of downtown Mount
Vernon.
Officially open April 11 to
Nov. 15, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., the
park is free and open to the
public and pedestrians have
year-round access to the
park. The Lakes has gated
access to vehicles from both
Pittsburgh Avenue and
Harcourt Road. The rest of
the park can be accessed
from Pittsburgh Avenue,
which, along with the Ohio
to Erie Trail, runs alongside
the southeast edge of the
park.
The Lakes area provides
opportunities for fishing,
kayaking and picnicking.
The picnic pavilions in that
area are generally open to
the public but can be
reserved for special occasions, free of charge. The
Kiwanis Picnic Pavilion has
public restrooms and a
drinking fountain. The

Woods in this section of the
park provides a shady and
typically quiet haven to
amble or drive through with
parking areas spaced along
the path.
The park offers a summer
concert series, free and open
to the public. The concerts
are held at the Schnormeier
Event Center on Pittsburgh
Avenue, a restored brick and
steel factory building which
recently added safety glass
overhead doors along the
length of the building on
either side to allow greater
protection from the elements
while maintaining the building’s openness. It includes
public restrooms and drinking fountains and, along
with the Urton Clock House
and
the
Community
Foundation Pavilion, the
event center is available to
rent.
Near the event center is
the easily-escaped but meditative Tree of Life Labyrinth
and the artful River of Glass.
Beyond them, a path leads
toward the Terraces and The
Ruins. The Ruins are the
remaining pieces of the PPG
factory, arranged tastefully
among the tiered Terraces
which offer aesthetic interest to the landscape as well
as a fun and easy climb for
the adventurous to veer off

the path and enjoy. There
are historical information
plates near each installation
of the Ruins to read as you
wander along the paths, as
well as many stone benches
for resting.
Rastin Observation Tower
stands between Schnormeier
Event Center and Urton
Clock House on Pittsburgh
Avenue. Its observation
deck, 140 feet (224 steps)
above its entrance, offers a
360-degree view of its surroundings. The tower is open

as weather allows during
the winter months. Both
Rastin Tower and the
Downtown Footbridge are lit
each night in vibrant color.
For more information on
history on the park or for
renting any of the park’s
facilities, including the
lights on the tower and footbridge, as well as the CA&C
Depot at 1 Columbus Road
and the B&O Depot at 507
W.
High
St.,
visit
www.arielfoundationpark.or
g.

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Mount Vernon Christmas Parade
The holiday season kicks
off each year in Mount
Vernon with late November’s
Christmas Walk & Parade,
an event bringing thousands
of adults and their children
to the downtown Main Street
corridor to view holiday happenings. Those happenings
include a mid-afternoon
parade that has featured
nearly 100 entries in some
years, with nearly every
business and organization of
every type in the city entering either a parade float or a
walking entry. The parade
starts on the southern end of
the Main Street corridor, led
by a grand marshal, with the
last entry being Santa Claus.
St. Nick takes his seat in his
Santa House in the middle of
Public Square as one of the
final Parade and Walk activ-

ities, followed by awards for
best parade entries. The official lighting of the city’s
Christmas tree is the day’s
crowning event. Santa and
his house are open for children’s visits from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. each Saturday and
through Christmas Eve.
The event, which takes up
the entire afternoon, about
four hours, is called the
“walk” because each Main
Street business, and those on
its busy side streets, open
their doors to customers, providing refreshments, carolers
and the smiles of good company shared. The Christmas
Walk & Parade, sponsored by
Main Street Mount Vernon,
coincides
with
Small
Business Saturday, and follows Black Friday and
Thanksgiving. A window dis-

play contest is always a lively part of the events leading
up to the Walk & Parade,
with a different theme
offered each year. Before the
parade, activities for children during the four-hour

business “walk” portion of
the day include carrousel
rides, rides on a miniature
train, and a petting zoo. For
more information, go to
www.VisitDowntownMount
Vernon.com.

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Theater
Knox County is rich in
local performing arts and theater productions.
Chautauqua
Chautauqua events, presented year-round with Knox
Partnership for Arts and
Culture, provide the Knox
County community with rich,
educational and entertaining
presentations about the lives
of numerous historical figures.
Talented local performers
bring history to life with their
portrayals of celebrities, war
heroes, musicians, writers,
Founding Fathers and more.
Each performance is about 45
minutes long and is followed
by a question and answer
period with the audience. For
more visit, www.visitknoxohio.org.
MTVarts
MTVarts utilizes volunteers who have been produc-

Continued from Page 9
between the Heart of Ohio
and Kokosing Gap trails,
relieving bicyclists of the
need to cross Ohio 13/South
Main Street at a traffic
light.
Space at the depot is also
available to rent for meetings or events.

ing musicals, plays and dinner theater productions using
the talents of community
members and individuals in
surrounding counties.
The Alcove Restaurant dinner theater, run by executive
producer and artistic director

Bruce Jacklin, is a partner of
MTVarts. In addition to comedian acts and cabarets, the
theater performs four large
dinner-theater productions
each year. For more information, visit www.mtvarts.com.
Mount Vernon Players

The oldest community theater organization in Knox
County is The Mount Vernon
Players, formed in 1964. It
has created more than 180
productions, using local talent
of all ages and experience levels in theater. Many OBPC
productions are performed at
the
Mount
Vernon
Developmental Center and
the Knox County Memorial
Building
theater.
Visit
www.ohiodrama.com for additional information.
Right
Brain
Productions
Community members can
participate in many forms of
artistic performance, including plays, music ensembles
and mime performance, all
activities that stimulate creativity and imagination. For
information about 2019 productions, visit www.rightbrainarts.com.

An electronic message
center is located near the
depot where it can be seen
by traffic on South Main
Street, which advertises
upcoming events at ArielFoundation Park.
Attractive LED lights
that can change color have
been added to the Viaduct
and the old railroad bridge

on the east side of South
Main Street which link the
trails
with
downtown
Mount Vernon.
Also, on the depot
grounds is a replica of the
house that Daniel Decatur
Emmett lived in the last
years of his life. The site
was formerly occupied by a
house that was thought to

be Emmett’s birthplace, but
when that structure was
gutted by fire, examination
of the structure and additional research indicated it
was not old enough to have
been his birthplace. Since
photos were available of the
last home Emmett lived in,
it was decided to reproduce
that home.
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Kenyon College
Founded by Episcopal bishop, educator, and pioneer
Philander Chase in 1824,
Kenyon College is a private,
liberal arts college of 1,700
undergraduate students located in the Village of Gambier
and accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission.
The picturesque college,
described by Forbes Magazine
as “one of the most beautiful
college campuses” in the
nation, is set on 1,000 acres
and includes the Brown
Family Environmental Center
(BFEC) — a pristine, 480-acre
area along the Kokosing River.
BFEC’s mission involves educating students and the community about nature while
preserving and strengthening
the bio-diversity of the local
ecosystem. The BFEC offers
nine miles of nature trails and
is home to several diverse
habitats for ecosystem studies
including woodlands, prairies,
and wetlands.
News & World Report
rankings for 2018 credited
Kenyon with the 13th best
undergraduate teaching faculty in the United States. While
Kenyon’s educational cost per
year is $68,000 per academic
year, it is rated the 983rd best
value college by the 2018
PayScale College Return on
Investment Report.
The new project is known

as the West Quad project. The
college is also building an
underground parking structure.
The West Quad project is
designed to be a hub for 21st
century learning and teaching
while making significant
progress toward a more physically accessible campus. The
campus is currently 70 percent accessible under the criteria of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, with a goal of
being 90 percent ADA-accessible, said Mary Keister, college
director of news media relations.
Some of Kenyon’s amenities and programs to be
housed in West Quad include
admissions, financial aid, the
Center for the Study of
American Democracy, institutional research, the career
development office, and academic departments including
history, sociology and political
science. The faculty, students
and staff of Kenyon are working toward making the campus carbon neutral as part of
President Sean Decatur’s
2020 strategic plan.
The college is well-known
for academic excellence in
numerous fields and programs
rivaling Ivy League Schools,
with one of those offerings,
The Kenyon Review, considered a world-class literary

review journal. Kenyon offers
the community a vibrant visual arts scene, with many
exhibits offered through the
Gund Gallery. The college is
also strong in Dance, Drama
& Film, and Music, with multiple performance venues
offered including the Rosse
Hall Auditorium.
Despite its size, Kenyon
has
produced
highly

acclaimed graduates in multiple fields, including four
Pulitzer Prize winners, U.S.
President Rutherford B.
Hayes, more than 30 members
of the United States Congress,
and Swedish Prime Minister
Olof Palme. Notable graduates
in popular culture have
included actors Paul Newman
and Allison Janney, and writers such as E.L. Doctorow.

The Gambier House

Bed & Breakfast

740-427-2668
107 E. Wiggin St.
Gambier, Ohio 43022
gambierhouse.com
“A place where you
will always be
a welcomed friend”
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Gambier
The Village of Gambier,
about four miles east of
Mount Vernon, is a closeknit community that is
home to Kenyon College, a
highly regarded private college. Kenyon is considered
one of the most beautiful
college
campuses
in
America, mixing historic
buildings with new amenities.
The Village of Gambier
has a community center and
library, all conveniently
located at 115 Meadow Lane
“just down the hill” from
Kenyon’s “Middle Path.” The
14-mile Kokosing Gap Trail
for walking and bicycling
enthusiasts also winds
through Gambier, with
Engine 63 — a retired 1940
American Locomotive Co.

locomotive and other railroad features including a
1924 Chesapeake & Ohio
caboose — nearby.
The Kokosing Gap Trail
runs through Danville and
then southwest through
Howard,
Gambier
and
Mount Vernon before connecting with the Heart of
Ohio Trail that proceeds to
Centerburg. Many Gambier
visitors who are bicycling
enthusiasts stay locally at
the Kenyon Inn. The trail
connects
to
Gambier’s
Community Center Park
through a path to Meadow
Lane, a spacious park featuring playground equipment, baseball fields and a
picnic area. The park also
includes an enclosed dog
park established in 2007.

The
downtown
of
Gambier is pedestrianfriendly, with the “Middle
Path” starting directly
across from West Wiggin
Street and Wiggin Street
Coffee. The small village of
about 3,000 people retains a
small college town feel, and
many
new
buildings
planned for the Kenyon
campus are currently under
construction including a
new library, underground
parking facility and “West
Quad” complex to house
admissions and academic
programs. In addition to historic Kenyon buildings,
other notable structures
include the 1862 Quarry
Chapel, made of sandstone
and featuring stained-glass
windows, and the Finn

House, an exceptional example of “Steamboat Gothic”
architecture with distinctive
gingerbread molding.
The Village of Gambier is
operated by a mayor and
seven-member
Village
Council, who work with a
village administrator and
other employees to provide
services including water,
trash, recycling and the
park.
Gambier was named for
Lord James Gambier, a
British Royal Navy fleet
admiral
during
the
Revolutionary War. The
community was founded by
Philander
Chase,
an
Episcopal Church bishop,
educator, and pioneer on the
western frontier in Ohio and
Illinois.
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Restaurants
The Knox County area is full of enticing and award-winning restaurants to feed the palate of all who visit the area.
Southside Diner, 620 S. Main St., Mount Vernon, is
under new ownership, but guests can still expect the same
delicious foods and great service. Paul Neighbarger, the
longtime general manager of the restaurant, and his wife,
Beth, recently took over ownership of the diner. The old-time
decor will entertain you as you munch on a wide variety of
foods, including the classic hamburger and fries. Their
desserts and home-baked cookies are a local favorite. Hours
are Monday through Saturday, 5:45 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Sunday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information, call 740-3921282.
Ron’s Pizza, 506 Coshocton Avenue, Mount Vernon, is a
local favorite. Pizza is the mainstay, but Ron’s also offers
subs, breadsticks, garlic bread and wings. There are 14 toppings to choose from, or several specialty pizzas that will
delight the taste buds. Hours are Tuesday through
Thursday, 5-10 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 5-11 p.m., and
Sundays, 5-10 p.m. For more information, call 740-392-2031.
Stein Brewing Co., 107 S. Main St., Mount Vernon, is a
new take on a old idea. SBC offers both a restaurant and a
tap room, serving its own fresh-brewed beers. The Tap Room
offers seating for 58 in the East Vine Street space below the

Woodward Opera House. The restaurant can seat more than
100 and features the work of Chef Erin Stevens. The menu
offers everything from American smokehouse fare like barbecue, meatloaf and steaks, to appetizers, salads and vegetarian options. Hours are 4-9 p.m., Tuesday through
Thursday; 11 a.m. to 1 a.m., Friday; 11 a.m. to midnight,
Saturday; and 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday, For more information, call 740-830-6760 or visit www.steinbrewco.com.
Dirko’s Pizza, 500 Coshocton Avenue, Mount Vernon, is
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Restaurants
famous for its stromboli, but there are plenty of other
options on the menus. The family-owned pizzeria has been
serving mouth-watering Italian food for more than 35 years.
Dirko’s features hand-made lasagna and spaghetti, subs,
pizzas, cheeseburgers, salads and the famous stromboli.
Hours are Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to midnight, and Sunday, 2-10
p.m. For more information, call 740-392-5678.
The Alcove, 116 S. Main St., Mount Vernon, is the oldest
restaurant in Mount Vernon, beginning as an ice cream shop
in 1911. A major renovation in 2017 recreated an elegant
restaurant with a classic American dinner menu. The Alcove
features fresh ingredients, including in the signature prime
rib, and salads and homemade desserts to delight any
palate. The Alcove is open 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5-9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5-10 p.m.
Friday and 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call 740-392-3076 or visit www.alcoverestaurant.com.
Pizza Dock, located at 92 S. Main St., Fredericktown, is
an award-winning pizza shop. It has all kinds of pizzas, garlic bread, stromboli, spaghetti and other delicious foods on
the menu. Delivery is available within a 15-mile radius of
the store. Pizza Dock is open 4-11 p.m., Tuesday through
Thursday; 11 a.m. to 12:30 a.m., Friday; 4 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.,
Saturday; and 4-11 p.m., Sunday. For more information or to
order, call 740-694-1555.
The Village Inn, 102 Gaskin Ave., Gambier, offers sandwiches, burgers and quesadillas, as well as soups, salads,
pasta and wings. The restaurant offers 20 different types of
sandwiches and has several starters and snacks such as portobello fries or fried calamari. The Village Inn also serves
beer, wine and more. Hours are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. For
more information, call 740-427-2112 or visit www.villageinngambier.com.
The Kenyon Inn & Restaurant, located at 100 W. Wiggin
St. in Gambier, is the perfect place for an elegant meal and cocktails, which start at 4 p.m. every day. Sunday brunch is served
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and offers choices such as eggs benedict and
pumpkin french toast.
With beautiful scenery, an historic atmosphere, and with deli-

cious meals served at breakfast, lunch, and dinner, the Kenyon
Inn is sure to impress. And don’t forget to order one of the inhouse prepared desserts. For more information, call 740-4272202 or visit www.kenyoninn.com to check out their menu and
events.
Outside Knox County
Watts Restaurant, 77 S. Main St., Utica, provides quality home-cooked meals in a century old establishment. The
menu includes roast beef, lasagna and spaghetti, as well as
sea food. Desserts are plentiful there as well, including pies,
cakes and ice cream. Hours are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday; and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday. For more
information, call 740-892-3017.
Athens Greek Restaurant, located at 41 N. Main St.,
Mansfield, brings the taste of the Mediterranean to downtown Mansfield with award-winning Greek cuisine. Each
gyro is made to order with the finest ingredients and a family recipe tzatziki sauce. The menu also features homemade
soups and their take on a traditional Greek Salad. Athens
Greek Restaurant is open Monday through Saturday, 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. For more information, call 419-524-5620 or
visit www.athensgreekrestaurants.com.
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Lodging
The Gambier House, 107 E. Wiggin St., Gambier, offers a
gracefully elegant mixture of Victorian and country charm for
those looking to get away without really going too far. The bed
and breakfast has been a fixture in Gambier for 26 years and features a formal parlor, family room, fireplaces and five bedrooms
and a suite.
After getting a quality night sleep, enjoy a gourmet breakfast
with specialties like country fritata, soufflé, whole-wheat buttermilk pancakes and french toast.
To make reservations, call 740-427-2668 or visit www.gambierhouse.com.
Nearby, at 100 Wiggin St., Gambier, The Kenyon Inn and
Restaurant offers lodging and dining for a comfortable and
delightful stay. The Inn offers free Wi-Fi and cable television, use
of the Kenyon College Athletic Center and is close to the
Kokosing Gap Trail.
Kenyon College is across the street and Amish County, parks
and other entertainment are only short drives away.
The four-star restaurant is available for breakfast, lunch, dinner, cocktails and offers a wide variety of entrees.
For more information, visit www.kenyoninn.com or call 740427-2202.
For a tranquil escape into Amish Country, the White Oak
Inn, 29683 Walhonding Road, is the place to go. The inn offers

plenty of space to relax and enjoy nature, as well as several lodging options. Guests can stay in the main inn, the guest house or
one of two luxury log cabin cottages.
In-season local produce, herbs and vegetables are featured at
both breakfast and dinner. A wedding gazebo offers the perfect
romantic setting to recite or renew your vows.
The White Oak Inn offers many special events, such as murder mysteries, a spring nature weekend and Oakstock.
For more information or to make reservations, call 740-599-
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Lodging
6107 or visit www.whiteoakinn.com.
Enjoy both elegance and hospitality at the Mount Vernon
Inn, 601 W. High St., Mount Vernon. The family owned and operated inn has a wide range of rooms and houses available. Guests
can enjoy a complimentary drink to relax in the evening, then fill
up on a fresh cooked breakfast in the morning.
Room amenities include a microwave, wireless Internet, full
closet and a flat screen TV, while the houses and cottages include
a full kitchen.
For more information or to reserve a room, call 740-392-9881
or visit www.themountvernoninnblog.com.
The choice for hotels in downtown Mount Vernon is Mount
Vernon Grand Hotel, 12 Public Square. The 46-room boutique
hotel has a beautiful Victorian decor, parlor and grand staircase.
The Grand offers amenities such as a fitness center, highspeed Internet, a business center and two conference centers. An
upscale breakfast will get you going after a restful night sleep in
the beautifully designed rooms.
For more information or to make reservations, call 740-3974268 or visit www.mountvernongrand.com.
Two hundred acres of nature await you at Indian Bear
Lodge, 3483 McCament Road, Walhonding. Stay in one of the
luxury lodges or cozy cabins in the woods. Two lodges are great
for large groups of 20 to 35 guests, while smaller cabins a perfect

for a family. All of the accommodations include a private hot tub,
fireplace, grill and fully equipped kitchen.
The lodge was opened in 2001 and a winery was added in
2016. The state-of-the-art wine production facility includes a dining room, wine tasting room and even space.
For more information or to make reservations, call 740-6682100 or visit www.indianbearlodge.com.
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The Chaney Manor
7864 Newark Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-392-2304
www.thechaneymanorbb.com
Comfort Inn
150 Howard Street
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-392-6886
www.comfortinn.com
Danville Outdoors
Lodging
7 West Ross Street
Danville, OH 43014
740-599-6122
Felicia’s Guest House
11001 Banning Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-397-2279
www.feliciasguesthouse.com

The Hoot Owl Cabin
18451 Waterford Road
Fredericktown, OH 43019
740-627-1551
Indian Bear Lodge
3483 McCament Road
Walhonding, OH 43843
740-668-2100
www.indianbearlodge.com
The Kenyon Inn
100 West Wiggin Street
Gambier, OH 43022
740-427-2202
www.kenyoninn.com
Kokosing River Outfitters
12569 Carey Lane
Howard, OH 43028
740-398-2948
kokosingriver-outfitters.com

Galerie Suite
218 South Main Street
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-501-0308
www.galeriesuite.tumblr.com

Log Cabin on Jacobs
Road
7683 Jacobs Road
Gambier, OH 43022
740-358-3151
thelogcabinonjacobsroad.com

The Gambier House
107 East Wiggin Street
Gambier, OH 43022
740-427-2668
www.gambierhouse.com

The Mohicans
22650 Vess Road
Danville, OH 43014
740-599-9030
www.themohicans.net

The Gambier Loft
20971 Hopewell Road
Gambier, OH 43022
614-578-5997
www.gambierloft.com

Mohican Pines
20317 Earnest Road
Butler, OH 44822
614-570-0833
www.mohicanpines.com

Harcourt Motel
400 Harcourt Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-397-0490

Mohican Reservation
23270 Wally Road
Loudonville, OH 44842
740-599-6631
www.mohicanreservation.com

Holiday Inn Express
11555 Upper Gilchrist Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-392-1900
www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress

Morrow Lodge –
Camp McPherson
21880 Shadley Valley Road
Danville, OH 43014
740-599-7110
www.campmcpherson.org
The Mount Vernon
Grand Hotel
6 Public Square
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
844-700-1717
www.mountvernongrand.com
The Mount Vernon Inn
601 West High Street
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-392-9881
www.themountvernoninn.com
Rustic Knolls
Campground
8664 Keys Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-397-9318
rusticknollscampground.com
The Sanctuary at Wild
Rose Acres
5420 Morgan Center Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-507-7718
sanctuaryatwildrose.com
Scenic Ridge Guest
House
21233 Koppert Road
Butler, OH 44822
419-564-4226
scenicridgeguesthouse.com

Stahl’s Farm Vacation
Rentals
29186 Jug Run Road
Frazeysburg, OH 43822
740-668-7075
www.stahlsfarmvacations.com

Sunset Ridge Log Cabins
11772 Shoemaker Road
Danville, OH 43014
740-599-2981
www.sunsetridgelogcabins.com

Super 8 Motel
1000 Coshocton Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-397-8885
www.super8.com
Warwick Farm
16620 Wells Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
740-507-6663
theruralsocietyatwarwickfarm.com

Weyrich Woods Lodge
28091 McKee Road
Frazeysburg, OH 43822
740-398-2586
www.weyrichwoodslodge.com
White Oak Inn
29683 Walhonding Road
Danville, OH 43014
740-599-6107
www.whiteoakinn.com

Mohican Wilderness
22462 Wally Road
Glenmont, OH 44628
740-599-6741
www.mohicanwilderness.com
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MVNU
An institution in Mount Vernon is Mount Vernon
Nazarene University. The private, Christian-based, educational celebrated its 50th anniversary Oct. 12, 2018.
The university, located at 800 Martinsburg Road, originally began as a two-year, Associate Degree program institution, according to President Henry Spaulding II.
In 1974 MVNU was granted its full four-year accreditation, rocketing the university into its current academic trajectory with over 70 academic disciplines and majors.
Following the full accreditation of the university in 1974,
two years later, in 1976, the first four-year degree program
students graduated from the university, solidifying them in
the annals of MVNU history.
Spaulding also pointed to one of the university’s biggest
degree programs as an important milestone in the history of
the university, with the Teacher Education Program receiving its certification in 1977.
The university has continued expand since its inception
50 years ago. Continuously growing from at two-year college
to a four-year university with over 70 majors and areas of
study, MVNU has instilled a reach well beyond the confines

of its campus.
The campus radio station, WNZR, reaches beyond the
county area, which allows many beyond the county lines to

Continued on Page 21

Hiawatha Water Park
Two water slides, one a 30-foot, high-speed body slide and the
other, tube slide with a spiral loop down to the pool, are two of the
main features at Hiawatha Water Park and Pool, located at 100
Sychar Road in Mount Vernon. The attraction boasts two pools
(one a kiddie pool) and has been a summer staple of outdoor
recreational fun for area families since 2007. The park also
includes a water playground area and a raindrop fountain for
children of all ages.
Hiawatha Water Park offers ample green space so that customers can place their towels, blankets and chairs near the water
slides and pool. The park provides its own large umbrellas,
lounge chairs, and lockers for personal item storage. There are

numerous membership pass options available — both day passes and season passes, for individuals and families — sold before
or during the park’s summer season. Swimming lesson sign-ups
are also available at the beginning of the season. Also offered are
a mid-sized diving board, a kiddie pool, a changing area with
showers, and a snack bar with refreshments. An Olympic-size
swimming pool offers eight lanes for lap swimming.
Those who want a break from the water park and pool can
enjoy the even more spacious features of 12-acre Hiawatha Park
and its playground equipment. Pool hours are typically noon to
7:45 p.m. daily during the summer, with the pool opening in early
June. For information, call 740-393-0288.
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First Fridays
The First Friday of each
month,
June
through
September, Mount Vernon’s
historic downtown comes to
life with Main Street
Mount Vernon’s familyfriendly
First
Friday
events.
Each month carries a different theme. In past years,
themes
have
included
Summer Celebration for
the kick-off First Friday in
June to Back to School and
Farm
Fun
for
the
September First Friday.
Traffic in the downtown
area closes for these special
community events one
block north of Public
Square, around the Square
and on South Main Street
down to the Wright Center
starting at 4:30 p.m. of each
First Friday afternoon.
First Friday events feature kids entertainment,

including petting zoos and
face painting, and adult
entertainment, including
shopping at the various
downtown shops, local
eateries and bars and, new
in 2018, a beer garden featuring acoustic bands and

Continued from Page 20
listen and know about MVNU. The university has also
expanded into non-traditional, graduate and online education, which has brought the university into the modern era.
Reaching far beyond its main campus on Cougar Drive,
the university has made efforts to integrate itself into the
very fabric of the Mount Vernon community, with over 100
nursing students at Hunter Hall at 211 S. Main St., 70 art
students through the Schnormeier Gallery at 221 S. Main
St. and 100 engineering students with the Stephen W. Nease
Engineering Building at 104 S. Main St., in the downtown

trivia for visitors ages 21
and up. First Fridays also
feature a range of entertainment for the whole family including singers and
bands, a classic car and
motorcycle show and a wide
variety of food trucks. In

the case of rain, bands are
typically housed in the historic CA&C Depot at 501 S.
Main St.
For more information
about First Fridays, visit
www.mainstreetmountvernon.com.

Mount Vernon area every day.
The university plays host to some special events each
year, including Sonfest, a Christian music festival with food
trucks, inflatable games and giveaways. Ticket prices
include general admission early bird rates, general gate
admission, and advance groups of 10 or more. For more
information visit sonfest.mvnu.edu.
The university also plays host to the an annual Festival
Latino, guest artist lectures, musical groups, athletic events
and Christian leadership weekends.
For more information about Mount Vernon Nazarene
University, visit www.mvnu.edu.
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Centerburg
Located at the geographic
center of Ohio, Centerburg
provides visitors with a little
bit of everything.
A thriving downtown that
can be visited by road or by
path via the Heart Of Ohio
trail offers plentiful options
and food offerings for the
whole family, anything from
pizza to a nice burger and
even a few drinks, make
Centerburg the ideal place
to relax, whether it be a
weekday or the weekend.
Centerburg isn’t just a
great stop for foodies;
Fitness enthusiasts will also
find plenty of options. Ohio
to Erie Trail enthusiasts can
pick up on the Heart of Ohio
Trail in Centerburg, which
runs north to Mount Vernon.
Centerburg is also home to
other recreation options
such as golf. Centerburg
Community Memorial Park
offers shade trees, picnic
pavilions, a playground and
ball fields.
In addition to year-round
recreation,
Centerburg
Community Memorial Park
plays host to Centerburg’s
two yearly festivals, Heart of
Ohio USA Days Festival,
June
27-29,
and
the
Centerburg
Oldtime
Farming Festival Sept. 21
and 22. Heart of Ohio USA
Days features three days of

fun for the whole family and
patriotic celebration with
karaoke and lip sync competitions, a parade and a fireworks display. For more
information on USA Days,
visit heartofohiousa.com.
Centerburg’s
Oldtime
Farming Festival, offers
attendees a chance to step
back in time for a weekend
featuring machinery from
the history of farming in the
antique tractor and machinery show. Vegetables and
plants are judged at the horticulture show and attendees compete in wacky competitions that include watermelon seed spitting, a straw
bale toss and apple peeling
just to name a few. With
games and attractions for
kids, a straw maze, handmade crafts and demonstrations of old farming equip-

ment, the festival offers
something for the whole
family. The Oldtime Farming
Festival parade also heavily
features farming equipment
along with floats and
antique and unusual vehicles. The Oldtime Farming
Festival also features an

annual old-fashioned pie
auction, in which 25 pies
accompanied by a larger
themed gift are sold in order
to help fund scholarships for
Centerburg High School
graduates. Learn more
about the festival at oldtimefarmingfestival.org.
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Farmers Market
Mount Vernon
For over 16 years, the Mount Vernon Farmers Market has
been hosting some of the areas best growers and producers on
Public Square. The market runs from May to October every
Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon with variety of products and
produce available. Depending on the season, 40 to 50 vendors set
up their stands around Public Square weekly.
Farmers market staples like fresh fruits and vegetables are
always available at the market, along with many other fares as
well. Meats, cheeses, eggs, local honey and even homemade and
all natural soaps, lotions and beauty products are on display.
In 2016, the Market began accepting the use of SNAP/EBT as
a payment method to meet the nutritional needs of the community. Individuals on EBT/SNAP programs are not able to access
fresh and local fruits, vegetables and meats as easily, and the
acceptance of these payment alternatives will alleviate some of
those issues.
For more information on the Mount Vernon Farmers Markets,
you can find them on Facebook at Mount Vernon Farmers
Market.
Fredericktown
Every Thursday afternoon from June through August, from 4
to 7 p.m. fresh and locally grown produce, baked goods, honey,
jams, meat, eggs, flowers and peanut brittle are available at the
Fredericktown Farmers’ Market.
The market is located at 22 W. Sandusky St. and was coordinated as a community effort of local farmers, growers and makers to sell to community members.

Community events, like antique car shows and Kids in the
Kitchen, coordinated with Knox Community Hospital are also
important features of the Fredericktown Farmers’ Market. Music
is often an accompaniment to the market, with local musicians
and bands playing at the gazebo outside of Fredericktown First
Presbyterian Church.
For more information about the Fredericktown Farmers’
Market visit their Facebook page at Fredericktown Farmers’
Market.

Central Ohio Technical College
Central Ohio Technical
College brings a new level
of education to Knox
County, with its convenient
location
in
downtown
Mount Vernon and variety

of classes to fulfill a twoyear associates degree program.
Rewarding careers await
COTC graduates in 45 associate degree programs,

including healthcare, engineering technologies, public
services and safety, business and information technologies and a variety of
arts and sciences.

The Knox County branch
of COTC, located at 236 S.
Main St., Mount Vernon, is
an innovative facility that
Continued on Page 24
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New Testament Stone Garden
The New Testament Stone Garden is a place of reflection,
faith and worship.
Located at the Faith Lutheran Church in Mount Vernon,
the stones in the garden resemble the landscape of the Holy
Land.
There are 48 references to stone in the New Testament.
The stone garden focuses on 14 of these references, which
are chiseled into the garden’s stones.
Visitors pass through the entrance and read and reflect
on the Bible scriptures represented throughout the garden.
Guided tours can be arranged through the church, which
explain the significance of the stones.
Basalt columns off Mansfield Avenue announce the garden entrance, with a stone kiosk beyond.
First dedicated in 1977, the garden has grown with the
addition of marble benches and improved entrances. The
benches, each representing a different virtue, are designed
to be areas of reflection and meditation. In 2014, a newlyplanted stand of trees was consecrated as the Pastor’s Grove
to honor and remember church leaders.
The garden is inspired by authentic gardens in the middle east that are of Biblical significance, particularly the
tomb of Mary, the mother of Jesus. The stones weigh anywhere from a pound up to four tons.

Guided tours can be arranged by calling 740-393-3666.
The garden is located at 170 Mansfield Avenue, Mount
Vernon, is open year-round and may be visited any time
during day light hours. At least an hour and a half should
be planned to fully experience the garden.

Continued from Page 23
caters to the educational needs of its students. The Knox
County campus is not a residential campus for COTC students, but the main branch offers the more traditional, residential college experience for students.
The main campus location of COTC is located in
Newark, just a short 26-mile journey from downtown
Mount Vernon, just outside of Knox County, in Licking
County. This is the hub of the majority of traditional and
non-traditional campus experiences available to students
and visitors alike.
Despite the fact that COTC is just a two-year institution, they have made strides to give their students that college environment, with clubs, sports teams and organizations. These opportunities serve to enhance and complement the educational, social and relational experiences for
COTC students.
The office of student life assists students with career
development and resources, counseling services, disability
services, housing and roommates, multicultural affairs
and diversity and sports and clubs.
There are 30 current student organizations that host
and hold events to broaden conversations within the
COTC campus community. These organizations are multicultural, recreational, service-based, academic, professional, student government, political, faith-based or pertain to
events or special interests.
There are many opportunities available to students and
visitors alike at COTC.
For more information about Central Ohio Technical
College, visit www.cotc.edu.
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Historical Society Museum
Take a trip back in time at
the Knox County Historical
Society Museum and find out
about the people, places and
events that have made up the
history of Mount Vernon and
Knox County.
Located at 875 Harcourt
Road, the museum is open
from
March
through
November from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Wednesdays and 2 to 4 p.m.
Thursday,
Friday
and
Saturday. It is closed on major
holidays.
Check out the fiddle that
belonged to Dan Emmett,
author of “Dixie” and “Old
Dan Tucker,” among many
other songs. Or the yellow
1964
Thunderbird
that
actor/comedian Paul Lynde
kept in Mount Vernon to use
on his visits to his hometown.
Both of those men are featured in permanent exhibits,
but there is much more as
well.
The Cooper-Bessemer Co.
had a long history in Mount
Vernon and the museum has
some examples of the turbines and stationary engines
it built, housed in a wing
devoted to the company,
which began here in 1833,
and more recently became
part of Rolls-Royce and then
the Siemens Corporation.
There’s a buggy used for
delivery of mail in the early

days of rural mail routes, and
household appliances, tools,
photographs and diaries.
Learn
about
Amelia
Bloomer’s time in Mount
Vernon publishing “The Lily,”
a women’s rights publication,
or Mary Ann Ball Bickerdyke
(Mother Bickerdyke), the
woman who was devoted to
the task of making life a little
better for the men of the
Army of the Tennessee and
marched with them in
Washington in the Grand
Review of the armies at the
end of the Civil War.
John Chapman was an
early resident of Mount
Vernon and owned land here,
where he planted apple trees.
You may know him better as
Johnny Appleseed. An 1828

deed transferring land from
Chapman to a local resident
is among the museum’s artifacts.
There are many permanent items on display, while
several new exhibits, such as
sports and entertainment history, are being added for the
coming year.
Check out the old telephones, dating back to 1889.
Or the children’s toys and
household items.
There is a timeline exhibit
which uses photos and artifacts to highlight major persons and events for each 25year period from 1800 to the
present.
The Historical Society also
has
monthly
programs
throughout most of the year,
which focus on specific topics

about local history.
And while you are there,
you can pick up souvenirs on
Knox County history at the
gift shop, which is full of
books, post cards, maps, coverlets and other items.
The museum is also more
than just exhibits. There is
also a research library available for those wishing to trace
their roots or find information
on the people, places and
things from Knox County’s
past. There are more than
900 family files on record, as
well as plenty of other
resources for genealogy
research, and volunteers are
available to help with any
requests.
For more information, visit
www.knoxhistory.org or call
740-393-5247.
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Utica/Licking County
Just south of Knox County
is the village of Utica. It’s a
pleasant town of about 2,100
people, but the big attraction
for visitors is Ye Old Mill, the
headquarters of Velvet Ice
Cream, just south of town.
Utica, located mostly in
Licking County on the banks
of the North Fork of the
Licking River, was once the
home of five window glass factories, but those are long gone
and the big attraction here
now is ice cream.
You can watch ice cream
being made in the factory, or
you can enjoy lunch (especially
the ice cream) in the ice cream
parlor, which also features a
gift shop and museum. There
is a nice wooded picnic area
outside, with a pair of ponds
and a resident duck population.

Breezeway Screens Inc.
PO Box A, 513 Market St.
Danville, OH 43014

(800)-548-4013
Mobile (740)-398-8067
Fax 740-599-6848

Each Memorial Day weekend, the company and Utica
Sertoma host the annual Ice
Cream Festival and the village
hosts the annual ice cream
parade.
Two orchards are located
just outside of town. At the
Ohio 13/U.S. 62 intersection,
head west on 62 to find the
Legend Hills Orchard and east
of 62 to get to the Branstool
Orchard.
On the main street through
town (Ohio 13) local merchants have revived the business district and the village
has enhanced the night-time
appearance by the addition of
new decorative street lights in
the main business area.
That business area features Watts Restaurant, which
has been serving lunch and
dinner on Main Street since

1912.
Roger McCoy and Myron
Coblentz have led the way in
revitalizing Main Street by
purchasing vacant retail businesses, refurbishing them and
bringing in new enterprises,
including a barber shop, a gift
shop and an antique store.
There’s also a carpet shop, chiropractor, veterinarian, photographer, a beauty salon, an
automotive repair shop, a
pharmacy and other businesses. There’s also a meat processing company and a distillery.
A branch of the Licking
County Public Library, the
Utica Historical Society and
the post office are also located
on Main Street, and various
service organizations, including Sertoma/LaSertoma, Utica
Merchants Association, Utica

Area Foundation, V.F.W.,
American Legion and a
Masonic Lodge are also located in town.
The village is served by the
North Fork Local School
District, with a high school,
junior high and elementary
school in town and a second
elementary near St. Louisville.
The village park on the
north side of own has been
enhanced with the addition of
new playground equipment.
Numerous churches of various denominations are found
in the village. Not far west is
the village of Homer, which
was the childhood home of
Victoria Woodhull, a 19th century women’s rights advocate
who was the first woman to
run for president, and of Civil
War
Gen.
William
S.
Rosecrans.

Re-hosen your needs in
Knox and surrounding counties.
Farming • Industrial • Construction
Trucking • Logging
Stocking a large variety of hoses and fittings
from 1/4” through 2” diameter.

dgrindle@breezewayscreens.comwww.electrowarmth.com
www.breezewayscreens.com
8-5 Monday - Friday • After hours 740-398-8067
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Schnormeier Gardens
Seamlessly blending Asian
architecture and landscaping
techniques,
Schnormeier
Gardens offers moments of
peace and serenity away from
the hustle of modern life.
The Gardens, located at
8701 Laymon Road in
Gambier, consist of nine garden and water features, as
well as over 50 pieces of quality art and eclectic sculptures
that are strategically located
throughout the yards to
enhance the visual pleasure
of guests as accents to the
natural amenities.
The first garden feature,
Waterfalls Garden, is a large
waterfall that enchantingly
bubbles over the rocks. A
Chinese bridge arches over to
Swan Island and a Japanese
teahouse is perched near the
water’s edge.
Stream garden passes
through unique gardens featuring unique conifers and
bronze sculptures on its way

to the lake below.
A Japanese garden house
is the main feature of
Serenity Garden, which looks
out over five ponds, two
waterfalls and a Japanese
bridge.
One acre of hostas make
up Hosta Garden, which is
surrounded by a 750-foot rock
wall, enshrined in a canopy of
sassafras trees. There are
rocking chairs located here
for a place to rest.
The Chinese Cup Gardens
are two cup-shaped gardens
carved out of a hillside, which
feature large boulders and
plantings.
There
are
moments of rest available
here as well under the
Chinese pavilion. A large and
formidable dragon statue also
resides here, named Draco
Teribillis.
The first completed garden, Japanese Garden, was
Continued on Page 34
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Festivals
Knox County festivals
mix rural charm with music,
food and fun.
Music comes from all corners of downtown Mount
Vernon Aug. 8-11 during the
Dan Emmett Music & Arts
Festival.
Emmett,
the
author of ‘Dixie,’ was born in
Mount Vernon and returned
there to live out his last
years after a career spanning decades as a performer
and songwriter.
The festival keeps three
stages going, with headliner
acts on the main stage.
Performances also include
the annual competition
where youth and adults
compete in separate categories for cash prizes.
Four blocks of downtown
are closed off and filled with

craft vendors and artisans.
A wide variety of food is
available, including the local
Exchange Club’s famous 2inch thick pork chops.
Musical contests, including
fiddle and guitar/banjo, are
open to all registrants.
To learn more, visit
www.danemmettfestival.org
Centerburg, the Heart of
Ohio, is home to the USA
Days Festival and Oldtime
Farming Festival. Both
events are held in the setting
of
Centerburg
Community Park, located on
the west edge of town. The
park’s pavilions and shade
trees are a nice place to cool
off during the summer festivals.
USA Days features classic rock bands for its head-

Continued from Page 32

in 1992. It is the focal point of
sculpture in the gardens.
The 2019 Schnormeier
Gardens open house will be
unlike any previous year. The
Gardens will be open for 16
days, more than ever before.
Visitors can see the Gardens
each week in June 2019,
every Thursday through
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
There is no admission fee per
individual, but there is a
charge per vehicle.
Volunteers greet guests at
the Welcome Center, and help
the event run smoothly. They
have been trained and educated about the history and
current state of the nine different gardens scattered
throughout the estate and are
happy to answer questions.
The Gardens are not
wheelchair accessible, and
the uneven, hilly terrain can
be difficult for visitors with
mobility problems. Restrooms
are available in the Welcome
Center and also near the
Hosta Garden.

built in 1994. It was built to
be enjoyed from the interior
of the home, through the
Japanese Sukiya style of living.
Meadow Garden includes
four ponds in a grassy meadow surrounded by a variety of
plants and sculptures. There
is a zigzag bridge, water lillies, koi fish and Australian
black swans.
Woodland Garden is best
enjoyed while taking a stroll
along the shady stream.
Natural rock ledges, vegetation, stone benches and sculptures are all featured in this
garden.
The most recent garden
was completed in 2008.
Quarry Garden features over
1,200 tons of limestone, which
is used to simulate an abandoned quarry with waterfalls.
The main house, inspired
by the architecture of Frank
Lloyd Wright, was designed
by Ted and Ann Schnormeier

liners, as well as regional
rock and roll acts. Held June
27-29, the festival also has a
fireworks display, rides, food
and crafters. To learn more,
visit heartofohiousa.com.
The Old Time Farming
Festival, held Sept. 21-22,
packs a lot of agricultural
history into two days. Ohio’s
agricultural heritage is celebrated with demonstrations
of old farm crafts working in
cloth, wood and food preparation. Tractor and implement displays bring back
the machinery that powered
the farms of yesteryear. For
more info, visit www.oldtimefarmingfestival.org.
The
Fredericktown
Tomato Show, held Sept. 4-7
is just about the most fun
you can have in Ohio with

tomatoes. The annual tomato toss features two-member
teams trying to catch the
most tomatoes in a limited
time. One person launches a
tomato and the other has to
catch. Known as the show’s
‘messiest event,’ rain ponchos are available to contestants. There is also judging for tomatoes and homemade, canned tomato products, as well as vegetable
and
baked
goods.
Throughout
downtown,
here’s also food, music, bath
tub races, the Little Miss
Tomato contest, parade and
more. Fredericktown’s Free
Press Museum is open regularly throughout the show
for tours.
For more information,
visit tomatoshow.com.
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Camping
Rustic Knolls Campground, 8664 Keys Road, Mount
Vernon, is celebrating 50 years of family fun.
The campground near Bangs has 150 sites and includes both
swimming and fishing lakes. There is volleyball and basketball
courts, as well as horseshoe pits, corn hole pads and a game
room and playground for the kids.
Cabins are also available to rent. The cabins include bunk
beds, kitchen table and chairs, as well as a microwave and
refrigerator. For more information, call 740-397-9318 or visit
www.rusticknollscampground.com.
Mohican Wilderness, 22462 Wally Road, Glenmont, offers
family camping, canoeing and horseback riding, and is just nine
miles from Loudonville and the Mohican State Forest.
Scouts and youth groups are welcome at Mohican
Wilderness, which features both electric and primitive sites. Two
shower houses, a Laundromat and seven dumping stations are
also available.
One of the biggest events of the year is the annual Mohican
Bluegrass Festival. Local, state and national bluegrass acts offer
an enjoyable weekend each September. For more information,
call 740-599-6741.
Family fun and activities are available at every turn at
Kokosing Valley Camp & Canoe, 25860 Coshocton Road,
Howard.
Tents, campers and motor homes are welcome at Kokosing
Valley Camp & Canoe. Electric and water hook-ups are available on most of the sites and each site has a fire ring and picnic
table.
A heated swimming pool is open during summer hours, and
guests can also partake in the putt-putt golf course, basketball
course or smack some golf balls at the driving range. A canoe livery will also help you spend a fun afternoon cruising down the
Kokosing River. For more information, call 740-599-7056.
Just minutes from the Mohican State Forest, Butler
Mohican KOA Journey, 6918 Bunker Hill Road South,
Butler, gives campers a relaxing place to stay.
A heated pool, hiking trails and a fishing lake are available
for those looking to keep active. On the weekends, fire truck
rides, hay rides, family movies and crafts will keep everyone
having fun. Tent and RV camping sites are available, as is lodging.

For more information, call 419-883-3314.
Mohican Reservation, 23270 Wally Road, Loudonville, is
home to the Mohican Pow-Wow. The event is held twice a year
and showcases native American heritage with dance and drum
competitions.
Mohican Reservation also has camp sites available and
guests can take a canoe or kayak ride down the Mohican River.
For more information, call 740-599-6631.

On-site Canoe Livery with Canoe, Kayak & Tube Rentals
Located on the Kokosing Scenic River

www.kokosingvalley.com
25860 Coshocton Road (US Rt. 36) • Howard, OH

(740) 599-7056
Family Friendly

Fire Ring/Picnic Table on every site
Clean Restrooms with hot water
Propane, Firewood, Bait & Ice Available
Two Picnic Shelters • Store On-site • Heated Pool
Miniature Golf • Nature Trails • Playground
Basketball/Volleyball Court • Driving Range
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Mohican
Mohican Country offers a unique array of outdoor recreation,
with overnight stays available at campgrounds, resorts, hotels
and inns.
Water recreation is a big part of area, with the Mohican
River, Clear Fork River and area lakes. Canoes can be rented at
multiple canoe liveries. Trips range from a few miles on up to 18
miles. Boating and fishing opportunities abound.
In the heart of Mohican Country is the 1,110-acre Mohican
State Park and 4,525-acre state forest. Glacial activity shaped
Clear Fork Gorge 14,000 years ago and set up conditions for the
gorge’s distinctive hemlock forests. Ridge tops and the Clear
Fork River provide breath-taking scenery.
Nestled back in the hills at the end of a winding road is
Landoll’s Mohican Castle. The hotel, which is designed after
European wood and stone castles, was constructed using wood
timbered on the property. It features specially designed rooms, a
world class restaurant, and annual events, such as the Kingdom
of Lights display.
On the border of the Mohican forest is the Mohican State
Park Lodge and Conference Center.
The Mohican River is lined with campgrounds. These include
primitive camping, RV parks and even tree houses. Individual,

home and cabin
style stays are
also available.
Along the way
are
historic
structures and
points of interest.
Festivals
include the Great
Mohican Powwow and the
M o h i c a n
Bluegrass
Festival. Nearby
Loudonville offers shopping, lodging and food. The Mohican
Adventures Canoe Livery and Fun Center Aerial Park has six
adventure courses, varying in levels of challenge and height.
Tree Frog Canopy Tours has the only dual cable zipline in
Northern Ohio.
Also in the area are two golf courses, horseback riding and
wineries.
For more information, visit discovermohican.com

Wally Road
Wally Road travels though one of the most scenic sections of
Knox County as it follows the Mohican River Valley north from
Ohio 514 near Greersville to where it intersects with Ohio 3
near Loudonville.
This is Mohican Country, an area known as the largest outdoor recreation complex in Ohio, and its central feature, the
Mohican River, is a state-designated Ohio Scenic River.
This is a corner of Knox County that was missed by the glaciers, leaving instead a beautiful, hilly area.
What used to be a dusty drive, with gravel pinging off the
floorboards, has changed since 2017 when the section of the road
in Knox County was finally paved, making getting to all the

area features a pleasure.
Those features include camping, canoeing, horseback riding,
miles of hiking trails, a mountain bike trail, picnic areas and
fishing. In the area is a zipline, the Tree Frog Canopy Tour, for a
unique view of the area, and on nearby Vess Road is the
Mohicans, which has among its facilities, six treehouse cabins,
including four designed by noted treehouse designer Pete
Nelson of “Treehouse Masters” on the Discovery Channel and
which have been featured on the program.
During the summer and fall, people flock to the Great
Continued on Page 37

Full Hookups - Camping Cabins
6918 Bunkerhill South Rd.
Butler, Ohio 44822
Information: 419-883-3314
Reservations: 800-KOA-8719
Email: camp@butlermohicankoa.com
On Line Reservations: www.butlermohicankoa.com
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Eastern Knox County
There are many things that can bring visitors to the eastern
section of Knox County. The inviting shores of Apple Valley Lake
in summertime are enough alone to warrant a stop to this side
of the county, with its charming Amish shops and warm hospitality.
Eastern Knox County includes Howard, Danville, Millwood
and Bladensburg.
Located on U.S. 62, 15 miles northeast of Mount Vernon, the
village of Danville is home to many treasures and that classic
small town atmosphere.
Market Street is a hub of activity with coffeeshops, like the
Blond Robin at 505 S. Market St., and restaurants like The
Bender Pub & Grill, at 506 S. Market St., The Hangout at 704
S. Market St. and McFadden’s Hot Spot Pizza at 510 S. Market
St.
Outdoor activities also make Danville a great stop for trailheads, with the Kokosing Gap Trail, which runs through Mount
Vernon to Centerburg, and the Mohican Valley Trail, which
runs through Brinkhaven converging in Danville. Traveling
west, the trails lead to the Holmes County Trail.
Millwood, about 12 miles up route 36 from Mount Vernon is
a small town with a lot of charm.
Bladensburg offers much to visitors on their journey. Located
just 15 miles Southeast of Mount Vernon, this small township
can provide a place for nourishment during travel.

Continued from Page 36
Mohican Pow-Wow and the
Mohican Bluegrass festival,
held at area campgrounds.
Wally Road roughly follows
the route of the old
Walhonding Railroad. The
Walhonding disappeared after
the construction of Mohawk
Dam in the 1930s, but you can
still see evidence of its existence, such as the straight
treelines running across an
open field, or the bridge abut-

Whether you are staying for a while or just passing through,
the Eastern side of Knox County has much to offer to visitors of
all ages.

ments that still mark the
places where the Wally
crossed and recrossed the
Mohican.
It is one of two Scenic
Byways in Knox County, the
other being U.S. 62, the
“Gateway to Amish Country,”
from Utica to Brinkhaven.
There are information stations at both ends of the road,
but just keep your eyes open
as you drive along. You’ll certainly find something to do
that you’ll enjoy.
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Danville
The village of Danville is the “Gateway to Amish Country,” or
so says the town sign.
However, as you travel on to the Amish shops and markets in
Holmes County, Danville makes the perfect pit stop on your journey.
Located on U.S. 62, 15 miles northeast of Mount Vernon, the
village is home to many treasures and that classic small town
atmosphere.
After grabbing your nourishing nosh, Danville Memorial Park
makes for a perfect location to rest or work off that lunch. Located
at 802 S. Market St., the park features shelters, gathering spaces,
water fountains, baseball fields and plenty of space to spread out
and relax.
Two area biking and walking trails converge with the village
of Danville serving as the trailhead for the Kokosing Gap Trail,
which runs through Mount Vernon to Centerburg, and the
Mohican Valley Trail, which runs through Brinkhaven. Traveling
east, the trails lead to the Holmes County trail.
The Danville natives also play host to some unique community events, such as the Lions’ Club Raccoon Dinner. Each year, visitors from around Knox County and the state of Ohio drop in on
the first Monday in February for over 600 pounds of raccoon
served in a community meal, with an entertaining speaker. The
annual Raccoon Dinner will be held the first Monday in February

at St. Luke Community Center, 307 S. Market St., Danville,
Serving begins at 4:30 p.m.
Whether you are making a quick pit stop on your way to Amish
Country or settling in for an afternoon of small town charm,
Danville has much to offer.

VALLEY ATV
27475 Jelloway Road Danville, Ohio 43014
740-599-7977 • www.valleyatv.com
Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9-7; Tue., Thurs. & Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3; Closed Sunday
We Ship UPS
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Amish
Knox County is home to an
active population of Amish
families. A drive through
Knox County’s countryside
around Amity, Danville,
Martinsburg, Nunda Road
and Waterford will take visitors past well-tended homestead, gardens and farms.
Drivers are cautioned to be on
the look out for slow-moving
vehicles as horse-drawn buggies and wagons are sure to be
encountered.
In spring planting time
and during the autumn harvest, you can observe farm
work the way it was done in
our ancestor’s time, slowly
and surely with machinery
powered by horses or by men
wielding hand scythes and
corn husking utensils.
Picturesque vistas are

enough to tempt any photographer, but please be aware
that most of the Amish do not
pose for pictures, and would
prefer you have their permission before capturing their

image. However, few object
when someone snaps a photo
of a horse and buggy trotting
down a country lane.
Among themselves, the
Amish speak what is com-

monly called Pennsylvania
Dutch, but business owners
and others also converse in
English when talking with
non-Amish persons.
Visitors to Knox County
have a wonderful opportunity
to take advantage of the many
small, independent businesses owned and operated by
Amish proprietors.
The Amish businesses are
known for quality products
and careful workmanship,
and the Knox County area is
rife with window shops, woodworking shops, sawmills, cabinetry shops, bakeries, craft
outlets and more. Roadside
stands, farmers’ markets and
two major sales venues provide visitors with ample
opportunities to purchase
Amish wares.
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Heart of Ohio Tour
Each year, the Heart of Ohio Tour offers visitors and
locals of Knox County a glimpse at some of the agricultural
businesses and cultural businesses around Knox County.
Each year, the tour is put on the first Saturday and
Sunday of October. 2019’s tour will fall on Saturday Oct. 5
and Sunday Oct. 6.
Put on by the Knox County Ohio State University
Extension office, and now spanning more than 20 years, the
trail has featured farms and agricultural groups of every
kind from flowers and Christmas trees, to goats and beef as

well as other attractions including a local winery and opera
house. It is a family friendly event that gives visitors a
chance to explore Knox County within the beauty of the fall
season and to explore a different aspect of life in rural
areas.
Each stop along the tour is unique and will offer a wide
variety of experiences. Some locations have products for
sale and others offer samples or meals fresh from the farm.
For more information about the Heart of Ohio Tour, visit
https://knox.osu.edu/events/heart-ohio-tour.

Tree Frog Canopy Tours
For the adventurous types, Tree Frog Canopy Tours,
21899 Wally Road, is the place to go.
Tree Frog Canopy Tours offers a thrilling zipline ride
through Mohican Country. There is more than 4,000 feet of
zipline cable with seven ziplines, two sky bridges and two
rappels available.
The ziplines range from 145-foot to 1,100-foot long and go

from tree platform to tree platform. Each platform takes riders up approximately 45 feet above the ground and guests
have been known to reach approximately 50 mph on the
zipline.
Guests need to be at least 10 years old and weigh between
Continued on Page 44
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Downtown Mount Vernon
The revitalization of historic Main Street in downtown
Mount Vernon has been spurred on in recent years thanks to
private investments and higher education.
Old, and sometimes abandoned, retail spaces have been
completely transformed into new classrooms and offices.
Retail establishments and restaurants still dot Main
Street in the old storefronts, but their neighbors have
become the Knox Campus of the Central Ohio Technical
College, Mount Vernon Nazarene University’s Buchwald
Center and Hunter Hall, as well as Knox Community
Hospital’s three story offices in the old Hull building located
at 133 S. Main St.
Many of the buildings were in a state of disrepair, like the
historic Buckeye Candy building, long considered a landmark in Mount Vernon. It has been preserved with its brick
arches intact as the Kenyon College Wright Center, at 400 S.
Main St. After sitting empty on the south end of main street
for years, it now houses Kenyon College’s film studies program and local science initiative SPI Spot, a discovery center for children where science and play intersect.
The Wright Center is a good example of community partnerships that have worked behind the scenes with the development of downtown revitalization, as several local nonprofits and prominent organizations have led the change of
several renovation projects.
MVNU has a long and cherished history with partnerships in Mount Vernon, as the main campus of MVNU was
gifted from Mount Vernon to the school. In downtown Mount
Vernon, MVNU renovated the Uhlman’s Department store
buildings, which now houses Hunter Hall at 211 S. Main
Street; as well as the former Curtis Inn, on the corner of
Public Square and South Main, where MVNU built The
Grand Hotel. Hunter Hall also houses a favorite local stop in
The university announced plans to renovate the former
J.C. Penney building in 2017, after the previous tenant,
Farley & Moore antiques, shut down. It now houses the
MVNU Engineering Department, which was opened during
the 50th anniversary celebrations Oct. 12, 2018. The building, named in honor of the first President of MVNU Stephen
W. Nease, is located at 104 S. Main St., and also features a
makerspace, which includes a workshop and tools, including

a 3-D printer,
which is all
available to the
community to
use with a
membership
fee.
Local arts
are all the rage
in downtown
Mount Vernon,
with
hand
blown
glass
and
mixed
media
arts.
T
h
e
Schnormeier
Gallery displays exceptional local art at 221 S. Main St.,
local individuals with developmental disabilities sell and
display art and a space dedicated to making all manner of
art and crafts.
Full of rich history and community support, downtown
Mount Vernon offers a glimpse into the past, as well as necessary adaptation for the future.
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County Fair/Ag Museum
Each year, the Knox
County Fair serves up a week
of fun, good food and great
entertainment for the whole
family.
The 2019 Knox County
Fair will take place at the
Knox County Fairgrounds,
601 Fairgrounds Road, Mount
Vernon, Sunday, July 21
through Saturday, July 27.
Throughout the week, visitors will be exposed to agriculture and livestock industries.
Local adult and youth programs and groups in Knox
County will have displays and
booths open during the fair so
that visitors can learn more
about them and see what they
have done throughout the
year. Livestock, mostly 4-H
and FFA projects, will be on
display throughout the fair
and will be featured in shows
throughout the week and in
sales at the end of the week.
Visitors can learn more
about area businesses in the
Merchants Building and at
booths set up around the
grounds.
No one in the family, even
the pickiest of eaters, will go
hungry with a plethora of
options that are sure to
please.
Your fair-going experience
wouldn’t be complete without
carnival games and rides. The
Knox County fair provides

rides for children young and
old.
Between the fun and
games, the Knox County
Agricultural Museum gives
visitors a chance to learn
about Knox County as it once
was and about the tools, appliances and machinery that
those who came before used.
Additional historic buildings
including a log house, a oneroom school house, the
Hiawatha Building from Lake
Hiawatha Park and a smokehouse, Springhouse and outhouse,
give
additional
glimpses into the way Knox
Countians once lived.
Nightly entertainment will
provide an exciting end to
each day at the fair. Stop by
the Grand Stand to exciting
shows such as Rough Truck
and Figure 8 races, harness
racing, motocross and a truck
and tractor pulls. Friday
evening, close out the fair
week with the musical guest
of the year.
For more information
about the Knox County Fair
visit www.knoxcountyfair.org.
Established in 1984, the
Knox County Agriculture
Museum is located in
Building 30 at the Knox
County Fairgrounds, 125
Fairgrounds Road, Mount
Vernon. The museum is ran
by a committee of volunteers

who also take part in the fair
board. The entire museum is
operated by donation only;
this means every piece on display, every building built to
house those pieces, and every
day the lights stay on is
thanks to the people of Knox

County — to their generosity
and dedication to preserve
their history.
During fair week, the
museum is open from 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. and volunteers wear
red hats to increase their visiContinued on Page 49
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Scenic byways
Knox County has two officially-designated
Scenic
Byways. Both are part of the
“Gateway to Amish Country,”
but are enjoyable drives on
their own.
The 30-mile route starts at
the intersection of U.S. 62 and
Ohio 13 at Utica and winds
through the rolling hills and
valleys of eastern Knox
County, visiting Martinsburg,
Millwood and Danville along
the way.
Before heading for Amish
Country, you may want to
visit Ye Old Mill on Ohio 13
south of Utica. It’s the home of
Velvet Ice Cream and you can
see how ice cream is made and
enjoy their product in their ice
cream parlor and restaurant.
As you head east and north
from Utica on U.S. 62, you’ll
drive past modern farming
operations, intermixed with
Amish farms. Along the way
you can find attractions like
Amish bakeries, furniture
stores and fruit and vegetable
stands.
At Millwood, get off U.S. 62
and visit Honey Run Waterfall
and Honey Run Highland
Park. A unique waterfall and
geological formations are the
centerpiece of the park and
includes a walk along the
creek from the waterfall to the
Kokosing River. The cliffs and
boulders are part of the
Blackhand Formation and
plants include towering hemlocks, partridge berry, witch

hazel and rue anemone.
Across the road, Honey
Run Highlands was once a
farm, but its fields are now
maintained as open prairie,
providing homes to plants and
wildlife common to that habitat.
At Danville you have a
choice: Continue along U.S. 62
to Brinkhaven (also known as
Gann),
heading
for
Millersburg and Berlin, and
you’ll come to the Bridge of
Dreams, where the Mohican
Valley Bike Trail crosses the
Mohican River into Holmes
County. The Bridge of Dreams
is a former railroad bridge
which is now the longest covered trail bridge in Ohio.
In Danville you can either
bike south to Gambier and
Mount Vernon on the
Kokosing Gap Trail, or you
can follow Ohio 514 north,
which also leads into Holmes
County Amish Country.
Near Greer, look for the
turnoff onto Wally Road, Knox
County’s other Scenic Byway,
which will take you along the
Mohican
River
through
Mohican
Country
to
Loudonville.
Here, the scenery is different than the rolling farms of
southeastern Knox County
because this is a corner of the
county that was not glaciated.
The
old
Walhonding
Railroad ran through this
area (hence the name Wally

Road), crossing the Mohican
several times. Today, the area
is known as “Ohio’s largest
outdoor recreational complex,” lined with campgrounds, canoe liveries and
other recreational opportuni-

A

ties.
At one time, business owners complained that visitors
avoided Wally Road in Knox
County because it was a gravel surface, but it was finally
paved in 2017.

Loudonville
Canoe Livery
424 W. Main St.,
Loudonville, OH
LoudonvilleCanoe.com

888-CANOELO

B

Mohican
Reservation

Campgrounds & Canoeing
23270 Wally Road

800-766-2267
MohicanReservation.com

C

Mohican
Wilderness
Family Camping,
Canoeing &
Horseback Riding

740-599-6741
www.MohicanWilderness.com

D

Richardson’s
Greenhouse

Open Year Round - Call for Hours
8471 TR 459,
Loudonville, OH
www.RichardsonsGreenhouse.com

419-994-3740

E Smith’s Campground
& Cabins
16325 Holmes Co Rd 23
(4 miles down Wally Road)
Loudonville, OH 44842

419-994-4024
www.3smiths.com

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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FREDERICKTOWN
The official home of the FFA jacket, Fredericktown is a community connected to its history while offering modern dining,
shopping and recreation.
Located between Mount Vernon and Mansfield, downtown
Fredericktown’s restaurants offer fine dining as well as traditional home cooking. Shopping opportunities include crafts,
antiques, a jeweler and a gun/gunsmithing shop. A notable
example of its “skyline” is the 100-year-old cylindrical water
tower, still in use.
History has always been an important part of
Fredericktown. It is evident in its many well-kept, historic
homes dating back to the first half of the 19th century.
In 2018, Fredericktown was recognized with an Ohio
Historic Marker as the birthplace of the Future Farmers of
America jacket. Anyone who has experienced the pride of wearing an FFA blue corduroy jacket has Fredericktown to thank for
its iconic, timeless look.
The FFA jacket was designed by Fredericktown agricultural
teacher and FFA chapter advisor Dr. J.H. “Gus” Lintner, who
designed it for members of the 1933 class to wear at the FFA
convention in Kansas City. It is the first Ohio Historical Marker
to honor a piece of clothing.
The historical marker is located at the high school, and features a photo of the original 1933 FFA class from behind, proudly displaying the design on their jackets. A display case in the
school contains other early FFA memorabilia.
More village history can be observed at the Fredericktown
Historical Museum. Located in the 1828 United Methodist
Church building, the museum is open to the public on the second Sunday of the month from 2 to 4 p.m.
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75 and 250 pounds. All of
Tree Frogs owners, managers and guides have been
thoroughly trained and meet
the standards of the
Association for Challenge
Course Technology.

While in town, set your watch to the restored 1886 Webb C.
Ball street clock, which stands 17 feet high on an iron pillar.
The Fredericktown Recreation District boasts six parks, with
ball fields and playgrounds. Community Park & Sockman Lake
is the keystone of the park system, with swimming at the lake.
Its pavilion is utilized for family events, weddings and church
picnics. The Owl Creek Trail’s scenic views includes a run along
the Kokosing River. Nearby Knox Lake is a well-known fishing
hole.
To learn more about Fredericktown, visit www.fredericktownparks.org or www.fredericktown.net.

Tree Frog is open spring
through fall all week, but
closed
Tuesdays
and
Wednesdays
in
May,
September and October.
For more information,
call 740-599-0003 or email
info@treefrogcanopytours.co
m.

FREDERICKTOWN
TOMATO SHOW

Custom Cabinets
Bedroom Sets • Dining Room Sets
Ohio-Made Mattress Sets

September 4th-7th, 2019

Since 1995

Parades

Bathtub
Races

5K
Run

6801 Ridge Road • Fredericktown, OH 43019

Free
Entertainment

www.tomatoshow.com

Tomato
Toss

From Mount Vernon, take 13 North to Waterford Rd., left past Kokosing Construction,
then left on Ridge Road, approximately 3 miles on right, watch for sign.

Hours: Mon-Fri. 8am - 7pm; Sat. 8am - 4pm; Closed Sunday

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Area Parks
Parks throughout Knox
County offer an abundance of
recreation, from bird watching, frisbee golf, hiking and
hunting to canoeing, swimming and even ziplining
alongside Wally Road. Some of
the best parks are located as
part of the Knox County Park
District, with 1,000 acres
throughout the county ranging from a preserve that is
home to a giant salamander
— to an old-growth forest that
houses the rare Yellow-bellied
sapsucker, a small woodpecker
beloved by bird enthusiasts.
There is something for everyone to enjoy about park
amenities in Knox County.
The following provides a
list of the most well-known
parks.
Fredericktown parks
Fredericktown has been
home to a thriving parks system for decades. Several parks
are administered offering free
and open recreation.
The district Education and
Nature Center at 12 Mill St.
offers an abundance of
wildlife, and two miles of trails
intertwined with 57 acres of
woods. For more information
on the parks listed below,
(740) 694-8366, or www.fredericktownparks.org.
Community Park and
Sockman Lake at 480 N. Main
St. have been the cornerstone

of Fredericktown’s park system the past 30 years, with
amenities featuring sporting,
family and entertainment
events. There are four ball
fields and two volleyball
courts on its spacious grounds.
Sockman Lake, a half-acre
swimming lake, is open during
the summer months.
Merrin Park at 9 Long St.
is the oldest park in the
Fredericktown system, formed
in the late 1940s. It is a haven
for hosting youth baseball
while also offering three large
shelters, two basketball courts
and four horseshoe pits.
Warner Park at 90 S.
Edgehill Drive is one of the
smallest of the parks but
offers valuable green space
and a practice ballfield. It
offers swing sets and other
open recreation.
Levering Park at 130
Stadium Drive is a large, 22acre park that formed in 1996
with four baseball fields for
youth, as well as serving
Fredericktown High School.
Dana Park at 182 S. Main
St. is a 17-acre park on the
south end of the village. The
park offers tennis courts, a
practice ball field and green
space.
Hellbender Preserve
Hellbender Preserve, containing a sustained population of the Eastern Hellbender

offers more than 15 acres
including the Buckeye Grove
Loop Trail. The site, accessible
from the Kokosing Gap Trail,
also offers wildflower and
floodplain tree species.
Honey Run Waterfall &
Honey Run Highlands
Park
A nearly 350-acre property,
across the road from the 25foot Honey Run Waterfall at
10865 Hazel Dell Road in
Howard, became park district
property in 2010. Honey Run
Highlands Park contains hiking trails, picnic areas and
habitat restoration. The
Honey Run Waterfall property
of 21 acres features blackhand
sandstone cliffs and boulders.
Indianfield Bluffs Park
This 25-acre park offers
sandstone bluffs, floodplains,

wetlands and an island.
Reforestation has been completed in former cropland
areas, with thousands of trees
planted. Located at 10855
Sapp Road in Howard, the
park opened in 2009.
Indianfield Bluffs, at the confluence of Indianfield Run and
the Kokosing State Scenic
River, offers awesome river
views.
Thayer Ridge Park
At 7077 Thayer Road in
Mount Vernon, this 70-acre
park offers horseback and
mountain bike riding on its
trails. The site abounds with
wildlife and contains a full
wetlands area. A 9-hole frisbee
(disc) golf course was added
eight years ago. A perimeter
loop trail exists for horse riding enthusiasts.

Fredericktown • 740-694-1555

92 S. Main St. (Next to Trio Lanes Bowling)
Carryout & Delivery with limited seating available
Mike Amheiser has been in the pizza
business for 31 years. He opened his first
carryout and delivery store, Pizza Dock in
Fredericktown, Ohio in 1988. He has been
competing since 2002 in the USA, Italy &
France.
Mike made his first trip to Africa in 1999 at
the invitation of a pastor. Mike buys & personally delivers food to needy villages in
Kenya and helps take orphans off the streets
to provide food, shelter & schooling.
“Personal involvement helps keep people
honest.” -Mike

★ Try Our Award Winning Pizza ★
Mike has taken top prize in the following competitions:

North American Pizza Competition, Columbus, Ohio
American Pizza Championship, Orlando, Florida
Gluten Free American Pizza Championship, Orlando, Florida
Voted Knox County's Best Pizza (People’s Choice)
Country Club Retirement Campus Pizza Contest

2nd Place - New York City's America's Plate World Championship Competiton

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Apple valley
Apple Valley is a private community nestled in the forested
hills around man-made Apple Valley Lake, just outside of
Howard.
Property owners have access to the 511-acre lake and three
private beaches as well as the marina and nearby campgrounds. They also have exclusive access to Apple Valley
Clubhouse and its outdoor pool, as well as Floral Valley
Community Center and its indoor pool. Bennett Park, which
has a fishing pond, picnic shelter and playground, is also open
to property owners association members.
Floral Valley has a banquet hall available to rent for nonmembers of the property owners association. When renting the
banquet hall, the attached kitchen can also be rented and such
services that include access to a PA system, use of the 12-by-12-

foot screen and projector, prior day set-up, staff set-up and staff
tear-down are also available.
Apple Valley also has a number of clubs for property owners
to enjoy, including a Boy Scouts Troop, Girl Scouts Troop,
Garden Club, Card Club and the Apple Valley Singers; even
some tennis and pickleball clubs.
For more information about Apple Valley or about renting
the banquet hall, visit www.applevalleypoa.com.

Pacemakers
Fans of drag racing have one of the top strips in Ohio right
here in Knox County at Pacemakers Dragway Park, 8926
Columbus Road, Mount Vernon.
The 1/8th mile track is an NHRA sanctioned dragstrip and
brings in racers from all over Ohio to its 60-plus year old park.
The all-concrete track has a TSI Timing System, a concrete barriers with fencing in the shutdown and is open between April
and November.
Pacemakers has races for drivers of all ages and abilities,
from Power Wheels racing for the kids to Super Pro and Pro
Class.
During the summer months, there is racing on Fridays,
beginning at 5 p.m. Saturday is a full day of racing, beginning
with qualifying shots at 10 a.m. on days there are junior races.
Others, racing begins at 2 p.m. and runs throughout the
evening.
The spectator area has bleachers for 1,000 visitors and a
standing room only area that can fit in many more.
The Eighth-Mile Eatery will fill you up between races, offering hot dogs, hamburgers, nachos, fries and drinks of all kinds.
For more information, call 740-358-0001.

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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Amity
United Methodist Church
16649 Wooster Road
Mount Vernon
740-397-0106
Sunday School 10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am

Central Christian Church
17833 Gambier Road (229 East)
Mount Vernon
740-397-1840

Contemporary Worship 8:45am & 10:15am
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm
Weekly Family Life Groups & Bible Study
visit www.cccmv.com for a complete schedule!

Apostolic
Christian Church
1635 West 229
Mount Vernon
www.vernonchurch.org
740-393-1676

Sunday Morning Service 10:00am
Sunday Evening Service 6:00pm
Wednesday Service 7:30pm

Eastside
Church of Christ
1120 Yauger Road
Mount Vernon

170 Mansfield Avenue
Mount Vernon

Sunday Bible Class 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30am
Sunday Evening Worship - Winter 12:45pm
Sunday Evening Worship 5:00pm
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30pm

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am
Sunday School 9:15am

740-397-3804

Faith Lutheran Church
Email: faithlutheran@midohio.twcbc.com
www.faith-lutheran-online.org
740-393-3666

Family Freewill
Baptist Church
102 Columbus Rd.
Fredericktown

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
200 North Main Street
Mount Vernon

Fredericktown
Seventh-day Adventist
173 S. Main Street
Fredericktown, OH 43019

The Church your family has been looking for.
Sunday School, Classes for all ages 10:30am
Sunday Morning Worship Service 11:00am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 6:00pm
Wed. Youth Group & Adult Bible Study 7:00pm
Pastor Aaron Boggs

Sunday Worship 9:30am
Church School 11:00am
Welcoming & Honoring God’s Rainbow
Spectrum of People

Saturday Worship Service 11:00am
Sabbath School 9:30am
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:45pm

www.FredericktownBaptist.com

Gay Street
United Methodist Church
18 North Gay Street
Mount Vernon
www.gaystreetumc.org
740-392-6626
Sunday Worship
8:30am & 10:45am

www.mvucc.org
740-393-1736

Harcourt Parish
Episcopal Church
Church of the Holy Spirit
100 College-Park St. at Wiggin St.
Gambier
www.HarcourtParish.org
740-427-2187

Sunday Eucharist with Choir 10:30am
Wednesday Simple Said Eucharist 5:00pm
Summer Sunday Eucharist 9:30am

740-694-0530
www.fredericktownsda.com
fredericktownsda@gmail.com

Howard
United Methodist Church
23212 Coshocton Road
Howard
740-599-1524

Sunday Worship 10:45am
Children’s Church 10:45am

Mulberry Street United
Methodist Church
205 N. Mulberry Street
Mount Vernon

St. Luke
Catholic Church
307 South Market Street
Danville

St. Vincent dePaul
Catholic Church
201 East High Street
Mount Vernon

Sundays - 8:30am Early Service
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:45am Blended Worship

Saturday at 5:00pm
Sunday at 10:00am

Saturday Evening Service 4:30pm
Sunday Morning Service 8:00am, 10:00am
and 11:30am
4th Sunday - Spanish Mass 11:30am

www.mulberryumc.org
740-393-2576

740-599-6362
www.stlukedanvilleoh.org

www.stvincentmountvernon.org
740-392-4711
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Local Foods Initiative
Knox County’s Local Food
Initiative has the two-fold
mission of supporting local
farmers and producers, while
giving residents the option to
know where, and who, their
food comes from. New in 2019
are a locally produced market
and cafe.
Harvest Market and
Harvest Cafe
Local foods have a home in
the Harvest Market and
Harvest Cafe, which occupy
two storefronts in the
Woodward Opera House.
The market has locally
grown produce, meats and
dairy products, as well as
Ohio wines and beers. The
cafe takes locally grown and
produced foods to build their
breakfast and lunch menus,
offering daily specials focusing on a certain farm or product.
The Harvest Market is an
expansion on the former

Harvest@The
Woodward
store. Renovated along with
the Woodward Opera House
complex, Harvest Market has
built on the former shop’s
offerings, doing away with
some of the gift items to
include a wider product mix.
The addition of wine and beer
from within the borders of the
Buckeye State is new as well.
The meats and produce
are mostly from farms and
producers
within
Knox
County. A few items that are
not produced in Knox County
come from surrounding counties, but come from a radius of
no farther out than 100 miles
from Mount Vernon.
The Harvest Cafe, which
occupies the corner storefront
on West Vine and South Main
streets, serves up seasonal
dishes that are local-product
heavy. If you enjoy your meal,
many of the foods that went
into it are available right next

door at the Harvest Market.
Both the market and cafe
utilize
the
Woodward’s
kitchen. In addition to cooking, the kitchen is set up for
preservation of foods, such as
canning and flash freezing.
Fresh produce brought in the
door through the market can
be processed into jams and
jellies or frozen and kept for

later use. Local bakers use
the ovens to make the breads
offered in both establishments.
The Harvest Cafe will also
be open for evening events at
the Woodward. For more
information, check them out
on Facebook and at their website, www.harvest.thewoodward.org.

WACO Fly-In
One of the biggest events each
summer in Knox County is the
WACO Fly-in. This event features
airplanes made by the Weaver
Aircraft Co. and has been held at
Wynkoop Airport off Ohio 661 for 20
years.
The annual reunion is a chance for
owners of the biplanes to catch up
with their fellow aerial fans or to
show off their brightly restored
WACO biplane.
The classic single-engine planes
were produced between 1919 and
1947 in Troy, Ohio.
Around 50 of the biplanes show up
in late June each year. Visitors can
see the planes up close and watch
them take off and land at Wynkoop
Airport during the reunion.

For more information call 1-800-837-5282 • visit www.VisitKnoxOhio.org • info@VisitKnoxOhio.org
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RICHLAND COUNTY
Richland County, the
northern neighbor of Knox
County with a county seat of
Mansfield — its largest city
with an active art and music
scene — offers a host of recreational activities for residents
and visitors alike. The county
of about 125,000 residents is
full of history and culture,
with each community offering
its own — Bellville, Ashland,
Butler, Lucas and Shelby. The
city of Mansfield is one of the
few places in the state of Ohio
to offer a ski area, Snow
Trails, located at 3100

Possum Run Road. Snow
Trails, in existence since
1961, typically opens in
December, and offers skiing,
snowboarding, and tubing,
including night recreation.
The Kingwood Center
Gardens provides nearly provides nearly 50 acres of woodland gardens, herb and seasonal gardens historic gardens, greenhouses, and a
large mansion to roam. The
Ohio Bird Sanctuary also
receives visitors, and is home
to 60 different state native
birds. Rehabilitating birds

enjoy large, octagonal-shaped
cages from which to “get their
wings back” again.
Malabar Farm Sate Park
in Lucas at 4050 Bromfield
Road and is on the U.S.
National Register of Historic
Places. The farm, open to the
public, was built in 1939 by
Pulitzer prize-winning author
Louis Bromfield and stood as
his home till his passing in
1956.
Richland County is also
home to Richland Carrousel
Park, featuring a whimsical
park and gift shop comple-

menting a large, Victorianstyle carrousel ride that is
open year-round. It opened in
1991 and features 52 different
animal rides including horses,
a hippo, zebras, lions, rabbits,
and many others.
The
Ohio
State
Reformatory also serves as a
visitors site for adventurous
tourists. Construction of the
mammoth reformatory, also
known as the Mansfield
Reformatory, began in 1886.
Construction continued on
until 1910, and the reformatory remained open until 1990.
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Society of Ohio has a display
open to the right, just past the
library.
Beyond the kiosk is the
central display of farm tractors. This display changes
every two years and will
change again in 2020, with
the larger equipment not on
display stored in another
building in the fairgrounds. To
one side is the 1923 Model T
schoolbus used in Centerburg
and a Conestoga covered
wagon, as well as seed cleaners and industrial scales.
The central display continues into the next room, which
also has a coupola from the
top of a barn, a buggy which is
believed to be a doctor’s buggy,
a collection of horse-drawn
farming implements, black-

smithing
tools,
sewing
machines, threshers and a
time capsule marked to be
opened in 2034.
Another room opens off to
one side, past a light-up
miniature of a barn still in use
in Knox County and up a
ramp. That room has collections of hand tools on display,
as well as smaller household
and farm machines, a collection of water barrels, a very
early Knox County phone
booth and Mount Liberty’s old
post office equipment.
The loom room is in operation throughout fair week,
typically with several volunteers working the looms making place mats, throw rugs,
runners and more. All their
creations are available for

purchase with proceeds going
to the museum’s general fund.
Outside of fair week the loom
room is still open most
Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., pending weather and
holidays, and has at least one
loom working.
The museum also includes
several out buildings, lined up
along the south side of the
museum’s exterior. These
include a log house, a oneroom schoolhouse, a smokehouse, a springhouse with a
well, a Hiawatha building
from when the fairgrounds
were Hiawatha park, and an
outhouse.
To learn more about the
museum or how to schedule a
tour, please visit www.theagmuseum.org.

bility for those looking for
assistance. Tours for the
museum can be scheduled
throughout the year. Tours
are led by dedicated and
knowledgeable
committee
members who are more than
happy to let you explore whatever area of the museum most
interests you.
An information kiosk
about different farms in Knox
County and the featured centennial farm of the year
greets visitors as they enter
the front door; an informational film plays in the little
theater to the left, just past
the door leading to the loom
room, and the Knox County
chapter of the Archaeology
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6917 Ankneytown Road • Bellville, Oh 44813
(419) 886-3300 • www.locustcorners.com
Hours: Mon.- Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 3:00 • Closed Sunday
Located approx. 3 miles South of Bellville Square on Ankneytown Rd.
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Main Street Mount Vernon First Friday

USA Days Festival

First Friday of each month June - September

June 27-29

Great Mohican Pow-Wow

Knox County Fair

July 12-14 & September 20-22

July 21-27

Dan Emmett Music & Arts Festival

Fredericktown Tomato Show

August 8-11

September 4-7

Mohican Bluegrass Festival

Centerburg Oldtime Farming Festival

September 12-14

September 21-22

Heart of Ohio Tour

Main Street Mount Vernon
Christmas Parade & Walk

October 5-6

December 1

